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Open & Welsh Regional Schools

The 17th January was notable as
Keidokwai took on two of the Home
Nations! Leah took part in the Welsh
Regional Schools Championships in
the Yrs 4/5 category winning herself
Gold! Leah is too young to qualify for
the British Schools Championships
but this is great experience for next
year! Meanwhile in Scotland Amber
earned ranking points from one
impressive win and Dan won Gold in
the Veterans 8lkg category, winning
by Ippon in all three matches. Dan is
now an international medalist!

Editor’'s Letter: Daniel Hankinson (Head Coach)

Happy New Year to alll We hit the ground running in January with a
particularly competition heavy month! There were a number of Regional
Schools events across the country with children all over the UK fighting
for the right to enter the prestigious British Schools Championships in
Aprill We are looking to build on last year's medal success with a larger
team showing this year and the results we had in January alone were
very promising with five gold & one silver medal won at Regional
Schools events. Unfortunately the Midlands events were cancelled at
late notice, so it is very conceivable the medal count would have been
even higher! Overall a strong competitive start to the year but we are of

course looking forward to other
upcoming projects including our
inaugural #fightlikeagirl (Female-
Judo-Bootcamp) which will take
place on Sunday 8th February!
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Meeting American Judo Legends:
Jimmy Pedro and Travis Stevens
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Amber Grand makes GB ranking list for
the Cadet 57kg category!
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After wins at both the Level 4 British Cadet

Championships and Scottish Open, Amber found
herself in the GB Cadet Rankings at 13th place, then
moving up to 9th, putting her in the top 10 Cadets
in Britain at 57kg. This is no mean feat, and has
taken over a year of dedication to competitions,
training camps and traveling up and down the
country every other weekend. Congratulations!

On Sunday 25th January Keidokwai's Adam and
Dan traveled to Stealth BJJ Bolton for a charity
fundraising Judo for BJJ materclass that was taken
by World Champion and two times Olympic Bronze
medalist Jimmy Pedro and Olympic Silver medalist
Travis Stevens! The event was a huge success with
everyone in attendance commenting afterwards
how much they enjoyed the session content!
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Competition Round up - Midlands
Upset and Y&H Regional Schools

On the 10th January Amber and Jake
competed at the Yorkshire &
Humberside Area Regional Schools
Championships, both coming away
with Gold medals! There was a real
sense of deja vu as both players
came away with Gold at this event
last year too! On 24th January we
took Amber, Dylan, Luke, Millie and
Jake to the Midlands for the Regional
Schools and Open events but
unfortunately due to a power failure
the event had to be cancelled last
minute. A shame but a good team
building day for all nonetheless.
Competition Roundup: North West

Dylan Lloyd (12th Mon)

Who are you?
My name is Dylan Lloyd, | am 14 years old.

Tell us about your judo journey?

| started judo when | was 7 years old, | saw a class
on at the YMCA when going to a party and was
mesmerised by it. | was talked into going down
after being unsure if | could do it and ended up
loving it. :
What is your greatest
achievement in judo?

| got a trophy for throw of the
tournament at my first
competition with an ippon .
seio-nage at 8 years old. Recently I've completed
the kanji assistant coaching, refereeing and table
scoring qualifications. | have been accepted onto
the British Judo Association Junior Leadership
Council, the hot topic of which is to bring judo back
to GCSE and A level curriculums.
What are your aspirations for
judo?

My aspirations consist of
competing at the British Schools

more frequently, gain my black
belt by 18 and help develop the junior competitive
team for those who look up to me.

What is your favourite throw?

My favourite judo throw is Obi-tori Harai-Goshi.

Regional Schools Championships

On Sunday 25th January Amber and Leah traveled
to SKK Judo Club in St Helens and both secured
their second Gold Regional Schools medals this
month alone at the Northwest Area Regional
Schools Championships! Leah scored with some
big throws and looked strong on the standing to
ground transition. This was Leah's second Gold
medal in two weeks, showcasing her dedication
and commitment to improvement while Amber
showed her versatility with three big Ippon wins.
Due to a lack of viable opponents Amber had to
fight the same girl in a best of three round robin.
We want to thank Amber's opponent for showing
the Spirit of Judo and providing the opportunity for
Amber to have as many matches as possible.

Jake Pasquill who also competed came away with
a Silver medal after pulling out of the final due to
injury. We wish Jake a speedy recovery ASAP!
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